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Tracey B. Carter, J.D., M.P.A., Chair
2006 Professional Development Conference and WHET Professional Development Coordinator
Greetings from WHET’s Professional Development Coordinator! 

In order to garner greater participation in WHET from all over the state of Tennessee, with a special focus on the East Tennessee area, this year’s Professional Development Conference was held on April 21, 2006 at Cleveland State Community College in Cleveland, Tennessee. Cele Curtis, WHET’s East Tennessee Regional Representative, hosted the conference on her campus and was a conference committee member. 

This was the first Professional Development Conference in the East Tennessee area, and we were excited to be on the campus on Cleveland State Community College! The theme of the 2006 WHET Professional Development Conference was “Women: Builders of Communities and Dreams – Honor the Spirit of Possibility and Hope!” 

As participants checked in for the conference, mixed and mingled, and ate a continental breakfast, they were able to listen to the history of WHET via audio. 

Following breakfast, conference attendees were welcomed to the 2006 WHET Professional Development Conference by Ms. Carter. Mrs. Curtis then also welcomed the participants and introduced the morning presenters, who were all from Cleveland State Community College. 

The first presenters of the morning were Ann Cunningham and Amy Fowler. Cunningham and Fowler presented an excellent session on “Using Technology in Higher Education to Build Communities and Dreams” and “Shaky Knees and Stars in Their Eyes.” They discussed new types of technology including: (1) Clickers/Personal Response Systems; (2) Pod Casting; (3) SMART Boards; (4) Digital Imaging; and (5) Wireless Internet Access. Participants at the conference also received an enjoyable hands-on experience using clickers. Cunningham and Fowler also commented that technology can build communities and dreams since technology is (1) not racist; (2) not gender-biased; (3) ageless; and (4) can be a great equalizer.  Cunningham and Fowler then raised the question: “How can we help?” and answered this question by saying that we should have (1) computer literacy courses; (2) student organizations for adult students; (3) introduction to college classes; and (4) a human touch on all college and university campuses.    
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The second session presenters were Denice King, Susan Webb-Curtis, and Jennifer Minutolo. King, Webb-Curtis, and Minutolo presented on the conference theme “Women: Builders of Communities and Dreams – Honor the Spirit of Possibility and Hope!” and stated that in dealing with students, “you need to have patience.” They also mentioned during their presentation that students often connect with a faculty member, other organizations, and other resources. King, Webb-Curtis, and Minutolo also stated that you should get students to use the resources available to them, you should mentor people, and you should celebrate people’s successes.  
The final morning session presenters were Dr. Linda Croley, Z. Beirne’ Beaty, and Geraldine Parks, who discussed “How Did We Get Here?” Croley, Beaty, and Parks enlightened and encouraged the conference participants by discussing the paths they traveled to arrive at each of their current positions. Dr. Linda Croley is the Vice President for Student Services at Cleveland State Community College. Z. Beirne’ Beaty is the Director of Institutional Advancement at Cleveland State Community College and is Executive Director of the Cleveland State Foundation. Geraldine Parks is the Director of Financial Aid at Cleveland State Community College. In sum, Croley, Beaty, and Parks stated that “your opportunities are unlimited!” 

All morning speakers were presented by Ms. Carter with framed and matted Certificates of Appreciation as well as with WHET key chains following their respective presentations.
Following the morning sessions, lunch was provided to the participants. Dr. Linda Bradley, President of WHET, spoke about the “History of WHET” during lunch. 
After Dr. Bradley discussed WHET’s history, the keynote luncheon speaker of the conference was introduced, Maxine Bailey, President and CEO of Girls Incorporated® of Chattanooga. Bailey kept participants intrigued as she focused on the conference theme “Women: Builders of Communities and Dreams – Honor the Spirit of Possibility and Hope!” Bailey discussed how she is taking an active role in building communities and dreams and honoring the spirit of possibility and hope for young women in her leadership role at Girls Incorporated® of Chattanooga. Bailey also stated that she very impressed with WHET after hearing about WHET’s history and what WHET is trying to accomplish. In appreciation for her participation, Bailey received a gift certificate to a spa in Chattanooga, in addition to a framed and matted Certificate of Appreciation and a WHET key chain. 
During lunch, Bradley and Curtis (to their surprise) were presented with framed and matted Certificates of Appreciation by Ms. Carter for their active roles in the conference. 

Following Bailey’s presentation, the 2006 WHET Professional Development Conference ended with closing remarks from Ms. Carter, who made the following challenge: “Women, from this day forward, you should become builders of communities and dreams for yourself and for others!!!”    
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